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           WASHINGTON - Senators Edward Kennedy and John Kerry             and Congressmen John W. Olver (D-1st District) and Richard E. Neal             (D-2nd District) announced today that the omnibus appropriations             bill approved by Congress includes $750,000 for critical sewage control             projects along the Connecticut River in Holyoke, Springfield, South             Hadley, Chicopee and Ludlow.

 "The Pioneer Valley Commission is doing a great job pulling the region together to meet this critical challenge," Senator Kennedy said. "I'm grateful our colleagues recognized the importance of this work and helped us make real progress on the Connecticut River cleanup. We're going to keep at it."

 "We simply cannot allow a lack of funding to be the cause of ongoing damage to the Connecticut River, and the EPA cannot require local communities to clean up this problem without giving them the tools to do it," said Senator Kerry. "It's important for our environment and for our local communities to clean up the Connecticut River, and this money is the first step toward ensuring that happens." 

 Congressman Olver said, "The Environmental Protection Agency unfunded mandate to correct combined sewer overflows is an environmentally sound endeavor, but unfortunately, there is not sufficient funding in the State Revolving Loan Fund or on the federal level to even come close to meeting the needs of these communities. I will continue to work hard to help establish a federal grant program to cover these costs."

 "From the Canadian border to the Atlantic Ocean, the Connecticut River is the crown jewel of our region. We have a responsibility to keep it clean for future generations. This federal assistance, to help address the problem of combined sewer overflows, will help preserve and protect New England's largest river," said Congressman Neal.

 Congressman Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and worked with Senators Kennedy and Kerry and Congressman Neal to secure the funding in the FY05 Veterans Administration and Housing and Urban Development Appropriations bill, one of several spending bills included in the omnibus bill approved by the House and Senate on Saturday night. The total $388 billion omnibus bill funds the majority of the federal government's domestic activities. The omnibus now goes to the president's desk for his signature.

 The funding will assist the communities of Holyoke, Springfield, South Hadley, Chicopee and Ludlow in addressing combined sewer overflows (CSO's) to the Connecticut River, a problem of interstate significance and major environmental impact. Currently, the five participating communities are under U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) administrative orders to cleanup more than 78 CSO's, which discharge more than a billion gallons of effluent per year into the Connecticut River and its tributaries. 

 The funding, which acts as a competitive grant program amongst these five communities, will be used for construction or engineering of projects to directly reduce or eliminate CSO's into the river in the five participating communities. The projects may include sewer separation, inline storage facilities and wastewater treatment facilities.

 ###

 For more information, contact Chris Curtis at PVPC at 413-781-6045.
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